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 Paul’s numerous letters provide us profound instruction as to what it 
means to be a Christian. He frequently uses metaphors for this purpose and 
today we will look at how he compared the church and its members to the body. 
But first, let us pray for courage.  
 
 Jesus, as we listen to the daily news, sometimes it feels as if the water is 
too high and the flames are too intense. Please help us not to give into fear or 
feelings of hopelessness but to focus on the promise that your love and grace 
are with us always. While we know this truth, we ask for a tangible reminder of 
your presence. Let us feel your comforting love; perhaps in a verse posted in an 
unexpected place or a prayer offered by a friend or a kind gesture from a 
stranger. We entrust ourselves to you knowing you are with us on this journey 
called life but sometimes we feel a need for reassurances along the way. Your 
presence gives us courage. Amen. 
 
 In his letter to the Romans, Paul writes: 
“For by the grace given me I say to every one of you: Do not think of yourself 
more highly than you ought, but rather think of yourself with sober judgment, in 
accordance with the faith God has distributed to each of you. For just as each of 
us has one body with many members, and these members do not all have the 
same function, so in Christ we, though many, form one body, and each member 
belongs to all the others. We have different gifts, according to the grace given to 
each of us. If your gift is prophesying, then prophesy in accordance with your 
faith; if it is serving, then serve; if it is teaching, then teach; if it is to encourage, 
then give encouragement; if it is giving, then give generously; if it is to lead, do it 
diligently; if it is to show mercy, do it cheerfully. (Romans 12: 3-8) 
 In this passage, Paul states that each of us is like a member of the body. 
Obviously, the members of the body must all work together; no arguing, envying 
or disputing about their relative importance. Each part carrying out its own 
function however prominent or unseen that function may be. In Paul’s view that is 
how the Church should be. Each member has a task to do and the church 
functions best when each member contributes his or her task in love and joy.  
 From this passage come important lessons for Christian living: 
 The first lesson is that no one gets very far in life without knowing what 
they can and cannot do. Somewhere during my years of reading I found a 
humorous one line explanation of this truism that goes this way: ninety percent of 
smart is knowing what you are dumb at. Seek God’s gift for you.     
 The second lesson is to accept His gift, whatever it is, and use it 
appropriately. Ancient Greek philosophers argued over this concept. The Stoics 



believed the spark of God was in in every living creature. But the Skeptics 
doubted everything and laughed at this doctrine. "God in dung beetles?" 
demanded the Sceptic. To which the Stoic replied: "Why not? Cannot an 
earthworm serve God? Do you suppose that it is only a general who is a good 
soldier? Cannot the lowest private fight his best and give his life for the cause? 
Paul wants us to accept ourselves and use the gift we were given, even if it goes 
unseen, without praise or prominence. We should be happy serving God, and 
carrying out His great purpose.  
 Third, Paul says whatever gift we have could not be attained without God. 
The fact is, we could practice a lifetime and never play a violin at the professional 
level. The professional violinist has more than years of practice, he or she has 
something plus and it is a gift from God. Each of us has such a gift, we just need 
to find and use it.     
 Finally, our gift must not be used for prestige or admiration, but as our duty 
and privilege to make a contribution for the good of others.  
 Paul speaks to us specifically about the gifts of prophecy, serving others, 
teaching, encouraging, giving, leading and showing mercy. Those are wonderful 
God given gifts but there a so many others, as found in this story.  
 “Several years ago, two students graduated from the Chicago-Kent 
College of Law. The highest-ranking student in the class was a blind man named 
Overton and, when he received his honor, he insisted that half the credit should 
go to his friend, Kaspryzak. They had met one another in school when the 
armless Mr. Kaspryzak had guided the blind Mr. Overton down a flight of stairs. 
This acquaintance ripened into friendship and a beautiful example of 
interdependence. The blind man carried the books which the armless man read 
aloud in their common study, and thus the individual deficiency of each was 
compensated for by the other. After their graduation, they planned to practice law 
together.” 
 A wonderful example of two men using the gifts that God gave them for the 
benefit of another. While traveling through life use God’s gift to you to help 
others. Each of us must receive His gift with a grateful heart and then share it. 
We should always be excited to share what God has given.   
 Let us pray:  
 Merciful God, we give you thanks for all that you have given us – for family 
and friends and your beautiful creation. In this time of loss, sadness, and grief, 
we remember all that you have done for us in the past and all that you promise to 
do for us in the future. As those near and far around the globe ache with heavy 
burdens, we pray that you would be near the brokenhearted and comfort those 
who grieve. We especially pray for those who have lost jobs, normalcy, and loved 
ones. Amidst all of the pain and grieve, lift up our eyes so that we never lose 
sight of who you are. We pray this in the name of Jesus, by the power of the Holy 
Spirit, and to the glory of God the Father. Amen. 
 


